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Foreword

The involvement of Poznan University of Technology in the organization of the XXVIII Conference on
Lightweight Structures in Civil Engineering is perceived by me as a distinction but also as a proof of trust for the
University. This activity fits perfectly into the University's mission to educate at all levels of higher education and in
lifelong learning programs in close connection with scientific and research development. In all our activities, we strive
for scientific excellence and education of the highest level, based on the knowledge of, and cooperation with the socio-
economic environment. The implementation of our design, construction and development achievements within the
economy is not without significance. Another priority is to provide employees, doctoral students and students with
the best possible working conditions and professional development, as well as broadening their knowledge and
acquiring their selected competences. Nowadays, Poznan University of Technology offers education at 9 faculties,
running a total of 37 fields of study. Nearly 16,000 students, ca. 500 PhDs, study here and over 1,300 academic
teachers care for their education. The didactic offer of Poznan University of Technology covers the most important
fields related to modern technology with a recently launched program in Artificial Intelligence, it is also well adapted
to the requirements of both domestic and foreign employers. High-quality scientific research is an integral element of
the strategy of Poznan University of Technology, characterized with scientific achievements of its employees who
have published more than 2,000 scientific positions: highly ranked articles, monographs, textbooks and other
publications. The total number of PUT Library's collections is over 450,000 volumes. Among numerous
achievements, the University is proud of the H2020 Marie Skfodowska-Curie Global Fellowships and ERC as well
as numerous Horizon 2020 grants. Furthermore, our scientists are among the authorities of the Polish Academy of
Sciences (7 representatives) and are also members of numerous international scientific societies. According to the
Shanghai Ranking 2020 in disciplines, PUT was classified among the best 400 universities in the world in Mechanical
Engineering. Among the top 2% of the best cited scientists, 36 are from our University (prepared by Stanford
University in cooperation with the Elsevier).

Owing to EU funding, recent years have brought the development of research infrastructure on the Warta
university campus. In 2020 our University also became a leader of European University EUNICE — a project funded
by the European Commission. Our university consortium partners originate from Belgium, Germany, Greece, France,
Finland, Italy, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden. The main goal of EUNICE is to build a common European University of
the future and prepare its structure and management design within 3 years.

Therefore, I am convinced that Poznan University of Technology is an excellent environment for the organization
of the XXVIII Conference on Lightweight Structures in Civil Engineering. It should be emphasized that this
conference is a broad forum for discussion and exchange of experiences on the latest achievements in the broadly
understood field of metal structures. The main topics refer to issues closely related to interest of many research groups
especially in civil and mechanical engineering such as: advanced analysis and direct design methods, safety and
reliability assessment, structural stability and integrity, plated, cable, membrane, shell and composite structures,
robustness and resistance to progressive collapse as well as structural health monitoring, refurbishment and repair.

Finally, T would like to express my gratitude for assigning me, the Rector of Poznan University of Technology,
as the honorary patron of the Conference, and I accept it as a token of appreciation for the University, but above all
as a commitment. I am sure that the meeting will be held in a friendly atmosphere, rich in fruitful discussion and in
the most possibly comfortable conditions.

Teofil Jesionowski
Rector of Poznan University of Technology
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